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The Idaho Speech, Language and Hearing Association, an education-
based clinic, accepts referrals from doctors and community services in 
southeastern Idaho.  It conducts language, speech and hearing evaluations 
and provides therapy.

The Idaho State Bar Association provides an Attorney Referral Service 
and the Idaho Volunteer Lawyers Program (1-800-221-3295 voice).

Idaho State Independent Living Council (SILC) is a state organization 
which advocates for equal opportunity, equal access, self-determination, 
independence and choice for people with disabilities. SILC works toward 
systems and policy change to eliminate discrimination wording in Idaho 
state code and federal laws.  SILC also provides information, conducts 
studies and outreach to expand and improve independent living services 
in Idaho. SILC draws  its council membership from many Idaho organi-
zations whose primary focus is to help Idahoans of all ages, who have 
disabilities, to live as independently as possible.  

The Idaho Task Force on the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is 
a private non-profit organization that provides technical assistance, train-
ing, consultation, and information on the ADA and related laws.   

Lifeline Systems, Inc. offers an emergency communications system: A 
hotline to a central location in the com-
munity which will, in turn, notify a des-
ignated family member or the medical 
facility, ambulance, or fire department.  
The costs vary.

Idaho Speech, Language and 
Hearing Association

Idaho State University 
Campus Box 8116
Pocatello, ID 83209
(208) 236-3495 voice

Idaho State Bar Association
525 West Jefferson
P.O. Box 895
Boise, ID 83701
(208) 334-4500 voice
(208) 334-4515 fax

Idaho State Independent Living 
Council (SILC)

PO Box 83720
350 North 9th, Suite 610B
Boise, ID 83720-9601
(208) 334-3800 voice/TDD
(208) 334-3803 fax
1-800-487-4866
Web site: www2.state.id.us/silc/

index.htm

Lifeline Systems, Inc.
640 Memorial Dr.
Cambridge, MA 02139
1-800-451-0525

State Organizations

Idaho Task Force on the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA)

1311 West Jefferson
Boise, ID 83702
(208) 344-5590 voice
(208) 344-5563 fax
E-mail: idtaskfrc@aol.com

Ramp to front door with recommended ramp pitch  
(one inch in rise for each foot of distance, 1:12)
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Easter Seal Society/Goodwill 
Industries

1350 Vista Ave.
Boise, ID 83750
(208) 384-1910 voice
1-800-347-1910 voice 

Easter Seal Society is a charitable organization that provides services to 
people of all ages with any disability. It provides technology and equip-
ment services, support groups, disability awareness, information and 
referral. There are regional offices throughout Idaho.

Idaho Epilepsy League
310 W. Idaho
Boise, ID 83702
(208) 334-4340 voice

Multiple Sclerosis Society-Idaho 
Division

6901 Emerald, Suite 203
Boise, ID 83704			 
(208) 332-6721 voice

Muscular Dystrophy Association
1166 N. Cole
Boise, ID 83704
(208) 327-0107
1-800-572-1717 voice

State Organizations

The National Alliance for the Mentally Ill (NAMI) is a nonprofit, family 
organization dedicated to support, education and advocacy on behalf of 
people with a mental illness and their families.  There are many NAMI 
groups across Idaho. Call the number listed for information.  

The Idaho Extension Service provides publications, information on 
parenting, and parenting classes using Parents As Teachers curriculum 
for parents in Idaho. 

Organizations with Emphasis on Recreation for People with Disabilities

Alternative Mobility Adventure Seekers (AMAS), a part of the Boise 
City Parks and Recreation, promotes recreation, fitness, sport and social 
activities for people with disabilities in southwestern Idaho.

Cooperative Wilderness handicapped Outdoor Group (C. W. Hog) is a 
regional self-help group established at Idaho State University to provide 
recreational opportunities and educate communities to accept and value 
people with disabilities.  

Self Awareness in Leisure (SAIL) is an organization that promotes 
outdoor activities including sailing, cycling, cross-country skiing, and 
recreational therapy for people in northern Idaho.  There are many activi-
ties and classes scheduled in the area. 

National Alliance for the Men-
tally Ill, Idaho (NAMI Idaho) 

Executive Director
P.O. Box 68
Albion, ID 83311
1-800-572-9940 voice
E-mail: namiid@atcnet

Parenting Education, Extension 
Family Development Special-
ist

Family and Consumer Sciences
U of I, Boise Center 
800 Park Blvd., Suite 200
Boise, ID 83712
(208) 364-4016 voice
(208) 364-4035 fax

Alternative Mobility Adventure 
Seekers (A.M.A.S.)

Boise Parks and Recreation
700 Robbins Road
Boise, ID 83702
(208) 384-4486
Web site: www.cityofboise.org./

parks

C. W. Hog
Idaho State University
PO Box 8128
Pocatello, ID 83209
(208) 282-3912 voice
(208) 282-3111 fax
Web site: www.isu.edu/cwhog

SAIL (Self Awareness in Lei-
sure)

PO Box 1143
Hayden, ID 83835
Web site: www.sail-s.com
E-mail: Info@sail-s.com
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	 National Organizations and Conferences

There are many national organizations that will be helpful to parents with 
disabilities in the investigation or use of assistive technology.

Interdisciplinary Professional Organizations

RESNA is the premier organization focused on assistive technology.  
RESNA holds an annual conference devoted entirely to assistive technol-
ogy.  It publishes a journal called Assistive Technology.  In addition, RESNA 
offers a number of other publications.  For any therapist whose focus is 
assistive technology, RESNA membership is a must. Under RESNA, every 
state operates an information and referral program on assistive technology 
devices and services.  Idaho’s program is the Idaho Assistive Technol-
ogy Project (IATP).  Call 1-800-432-8324 or visit the web site: www.educ.
uidaho.edu/idatech

TRACE publishes The Trace Resource Book: Assistive Technology for Com-
munication, Control, and Computer Access. This 900+ page book is compiled 
and updated to help professionals, consumers, and family members un-
derstand and locate useful tools.  Emphasis is on functions, not disabili-
ties, so the products are organized under “Communication,” “Control,” 
“ Computer Access,” and “Special Software”.  It includes information 
resources.  The RESNA and TRACE and ABLEDATA (database) guides 
are critical resources for assistive technology.  TRACE conducts research 
in the field of AT, including the Universal Design/Disability Access pro-
gram and Universal Design Research Project.

Discipline-specific Professional Organizations
American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA)
1383 Piccard Drive
Rockville, Maryland 20850
(301) 948-9626 voice
1-800-843-2682 (toll-free number for members only)

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA)
10801 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 897-5700 voice
(301) 897-0157 TTY
1-800-638-8255 or 1-800-638-6868 

International Society for Augmentative and Alterna-
tive Communication (ISAAC)

428 East Preston Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202-39943

The Association for Persons with Severe Handicaps 
(TASH)

710 Roosevelt Way N. E. 
Seattle, WA 98115
1-800-482-8274 voice

Rehabilitation Engineering and 
Assistive Technology Society 
of North America (RESNA)

Suite 1540
1700 North Moore St.
Arlington, VA 22209
(703) 524-6686 voice
(703) 524-6630 fax
(703) 524-6639 tdd
Web site: www.resna.org
E-mail: info@resna.org

TRACE Research and Develop-
ment Center

University of Wisconsin, College of 
Engineering

5901 Research Park Blvd.
Madison, WI 53719
(608) 202-6966
Web site: www.trace.wisc.edu/
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ABLEDATA is a national electronic database for assistive technology (AT) 
containing more than 25,000 commercially available products for people 
with disabilities from approximately 2500 manufacturers.  It provides 
detailed information for products in all aspects of independent living, 
personal care, transportation, communication and recreation.

Assistive Technology Industry Association (ATIA) is an organization 
that serves as the collective voice of the Assistive Technology industry 
so that the best products and services are delivered to people with dis-
abilities.  The ATIA represents the interests of its members to business, 
government, education and the many agencies that serve people with 
disabilities.  ATIA holds a conference each year to demonstrate new AT.  
People with disabilities are invited.

Closing the Gap offers an annual conference that is held in Minneapolis 
each year.  This conference attracts a number of therapists as well as edu-
cators.  The focus of Closing the Gap is mainly, though not exclusively, 
on assistive technology for education. One does not become a member of 
Closing the Gap but rather subscribes to its bi-monthly newspaper.  For 
school-based occupational therapists, a subscription to Closing the Gap is 
a very helpful information source.

The March of Dimes is a national voluntary health agency whose mission 
is to improve the health of babies by preventing birth defects and infant 
mortality.  It is a major source of information on pregnancy and birth 
defects.  The agency funds programs of research, community services, 
education and advocacy to save babies. 

The Neighborhood Legal Services, Inc. is an advocacy group which pro-
vides an excellent source of information about court cases and decisions.  
The National Assistive Technology Resource Library has established a 
work-searchable digest, using computer technology, to store and retrieve 
documents on hearing and court decisions involving assistive technology. 
The National Assistive Technology Resource Library web site is: (http//
home.sprynet.com/sprynet/nls01).

ABLEDATA (A National Electronic 
Database for AT)

National Rehabilitation Information 
Center

8455 Colesville Road, Suite 935
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3319
(301) 589-3563 voice
1-800-346-2742 or 

1-800-227-0216
Web site: www.abledata.com

Closing the Gap
P.O. Box 68
Henderson, Minnesota 56044
(612) 248-3294 voice

March of Dimes Resource 
Center

1275 Mamaroneck Avenue
White Plains, NY 10605
1-888-MODIMES (888-663-4637)
(914) 997-4764 TTY
(914) 997-4763 fax
(e-mail) resourcecenter@

modimes.org
Web site: www.modimes.org

National Assistive Technology 
Advocacy Project

Neighborhood Legal Services, 
Inc.

295 Main St., Room 495
Buffalo, NY 14203
(716) 847-0650
E-mail: nls01@sprynet.com
Web site: www.nls.org

National Organizations

Assistive Technology Industry 
Association (ATIA) 

526 Davis Street, Suite 217
Evanston, IL 60201
1-877-687-2842 voice
1-847-869-1282 
1-847-869-5689 fax
E-mail: Info@ATIA.org
Web site: www.atia.org/
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National Cristina Foundation is a non-profit foundation dedicated to the 
support of training through donated, used technology.  Cristina Foun-
dation is a partner with Computing Technology Industry Association 
(CTIA) with over 7,500 manufacturers, distributors and businesses.  The 
foundation provides computer technology and solutions to give people 
with disabilities, students at risk, and the economically disadvantaged, 
the opportunity, through training, to lead more independent, productive 
lives.  At the same time, it gives technology resources from an enterprise 
a second productive life. 

The Assistive Technology Funding and Systems Change Project has as 
goals to remove barriers and promote systems change to provide greater 
access to assistive technology devices and services.  

The Center for Applied Special Technology (CAST) expands opportuni-
ties for people with disabilities through product development and applied 
research.  CAST product development focuses on creating universally 
designed curriculum and software including network learning systems for 
elementary schools and colleges; and, supported learning tools and cur-
riculum in the areas of literacy, mathematics, science, and social studies.  
Research is conducted in classrooms, homes, community organizations 
and on the Internet.  The new technologies can be used, not only to over-
come existing learning barriers, but also to design learning environments 
with fewer barriers right from the start.

Center for the Study of Autism provides information and research on 
autism, auditory integration training and sensory integration therapy. 

Grandparents Information Center (GIC) provides information about 
services and programs that can help improve the lives of grandparent-
headed households. Information is in Spanish and English.  GIC operates 
a national database for grandparent support organizations such as family 
service agencies, legal services, foster care and adoption. 

National Cristina Foundation
181 Harbor Dr.
Stamford, CT 06902-7474
(203) 967-8000 voice
(203) 406-9725 fax
1-800-274-7846
ncf@cristina.org

Assistive Technology Funding 
and Systems Change Project

United Cerebral Palsy Associa-
tions

Suite 700, 1660 L Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20036
1-800-872-5827 voice
(202) 776-0414 fax
(e-mail) atproject@ucpa.org

Center for Applied Special 
Technology (CAST)

39 Cross Street
Peabody, MA 01960
Web site: www.cast.org

National Organizations

Center for the Study of Autism, 
Inc.

P. O. Box 4538 
Salem, OR 97302
(503) 363-9110 voice
Web site: www.autism.org

Grandparents Information 
Center (GIC)American As-
sociation of Retired Persons 
(AARP)

601 E Street NW
Washington DC 20049
202-434-2296 voice
1-800-424-3410 fax
E-mail: member@aarp.org
Web site: www.aarp.org/grand-

parents/
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National Organizations Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago, Rehabilitation Engineering Depart-
ment designs and makes top-notch adaptive equipment and devices. 

Through the Looking Glass (TLG) houses the National Resource Center 
for Parents with Disabilities and their families.  Resources include national 
information and referral for parents and professionals on a wide variety 
of topics including custody, adoption, pregnancy, and birthing, adaptive 
parenting and baby care equipment. Adaptive baby care equipment is 
designed and produced through TLG.  The center offers professional 
training, national and international parent and teen networking projects. 
TLG also provides services to local families in which a parent or child 
has a disability.

Organizations for Persons with Vision Impairment

American Foundation for the 
Blind

15 West 16th Street
New York, Ny 10011
(212) 620-2000 voice

Lighthouse International 
111 East 59th Street
New York, NY 10022-1202
(212) 821-9200 voice
(212) 821-9713 TTY
1-800-829-0500 
Web site: www.lighthouse.org

National Library Service for the Blind 
and Physically Handicapped (Talk-
ing Books)

1291 Taylor Street, NW
Washington DC 20542
1-800-424-8567 or 
1-800-424-8572

Organizations for Persons with Hearing Impairments

Alexander Graham Bell Association for 
the Deaf

3417 Volta Place, NW
Washington, DC 20007-2778
(202) 337-5220 voice/TDD

National Captioning Institute
55203 Leesburg Pike
Falls Church, VA 22041
(703)998-2400 voice
1-800-533-9673

National Information Center on Deaf-
ness

Gallaudet University
800 Florida Avenue, NE
Washington DC 20002
(202) 651-5051 voice
(202) 651-5052 TDD

Rehabilitation Institute of Chi-
cago

Attn. Rehabilitation Engineering 
Department

345 E. Superior, 14th Floor
Chicago, Il 60611
(312) 238-1291 voice
Web site: www.rehabchicago.org

Through the Looking Glass 
(TLG)

2198 Sixth Street, Suite 100
Berkeley, CA 94710
1-800-644-2666 voice
1-800-804-1616 TTY
(510) 848-4445 fax
Website: www.lookingglass.org
E-mail: TLG@lookingglass.org



68 Assistive Technology for Parents with Disabilities

	 Books, Catalogs, and Publications
Books

You will find a wide array of books about specific disabilities and assis-
tive technology listed in the catalogs and on the Internet sites.  Because 
it is best to choose books that have the most up-to-date information, we 
have included only a few titles in this handbook.  

Designing and Using Assistive Technology is noteworthy  for its holistic view 
of assistive technology (AT).  This book brings together the expertise of 
researchers, theorists, and practitioners, and personal insights from AT 
users of all ages, to examine how and why people choose and use various 
forms of AT.  It examines the crucial intangibles of AT, such as judging 
environmental compatibility.  The book is for designers, manufacturers, 
and users.

Disabled Parents: Dispelling the Myths was written about parenting by a 
parent with disabilities. Michele Wates offers a realistic presentation of 
the subject.

Mama Zooms is a beautifully illustrated book  for young children about 
little boy, his mother in a wheelchair, and father who pushes her “only 
up the steepest of hills.”  It is the story of happy make believe adventures 
in a wagon, a train, an airplane and even a spaceship.  It is also about 
Mama with her “very strong arms from all that zooming.”

Living in the State of Stuck: How Technology Affects Persons with Disabilities 
deals with the national problems of mis-diagnosis and abandonment of 
assistive technologies.  Dr. Scherer gives us an consumer-driven, person-
centered model to match the person with the device to get us all out of 
a state of stuck. 

The Accessible Housing Design Files, by Robert L. Mace has been divided 
into Tech Packs that can be used by builders, architects or individuals for 
designing room modifications for people with disabilities. Separate Tech 
Packs are available for each of the following: bathrooms, entrances and site 
designs, grab bars, doors and doorways, kitchens, bedrooms, windows, 
porches and patios, or vehicular transportation and parking.

Designing and Using Assistive 
Technology (1998) 

by David B. Gray, Louis A Quatra-
no, Morton L. Lieberman

Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co.
P. O. Box 10624
Baltimore, Maryland 21285-0624

Living in the State of Stuck: 
How Technology Affects Per-
sons with Disabilities (2nd ed.)

by Marcia Scherer
Order from: Special Needs Project 

(www.specialneeds.com/) or 
1-800-333-6867

Books

Disabled Parents: Dispelling the 
Myths 

(National Childbirth Trust Guide)
by Michele Wates
Publisher: Radcliffe Medical Pr. 

Ltd. 
Available from: www.amazon.com

Mama Zooms
by Jane Cowen-Fletcher
Scholastic, Inc.
730 Broadway, New York, NY 

10003
Order: 1-800-724-6527 voice
Available from: www.amazon.com

The Accessible Housing Design  
Files (Tech Packs)

by Robert L. Mace
Center for Accessible Housing
North Carolina State University
Box 8613
Raleigh, NE 27695-8613
(919) 515-3082 voice, TDD
800-647-6777
Web site: www.design.ncsu.edu/

cud/pubs/center/instructions.
htm
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Catalogs (listed by AT Category)

ADAPTIVE PARENTING AIDS
Day-timer Technologies		  415 572-6260
One Step Ahead			   800-274-8440
Perfectly Safe			   800-837-5437
Pip Squeakers Baby Shoes	 908-500-2596
The Natural Baby			  800-388-2229
The Right Start			   800-548-8531
Through the Looking Glass	 800-644-2666

AIDS FOR DAILY LIVING
Adaptive Devices Group		  800-766-4234
Adrian’s Closet			   800-831-2577
After-Therapy			   800-634-4351
Enrichment (Sammons Preston)	 800-323-5547
Independent Living Aids, Inc. 	 800-537-2118
Lighthouse International		  800-829-0500
JC Penney’s Special Needs	 800-222-6161
Maxi Aids			   800-522-6294
Sensory Comfort (clothing)		 888-436-2622

AUGMENTATIVE &
ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATION
Aug. Comm Consultants, Inc.	 800-982-2248
Communication Devices, Inc	 800-604-6559
Crestwood Company		  414-352-5678
Dynavox				   800-344-1778
Mayer & Johnson			  619-481-2489
Prentke Romich Company		 800-262-1990

COMPUTER ACCESS/SOFTWARE
AbleLink Technologies         		  719-572-1517
AbleNet, Inc.			   800-322-0956
Access First			   888-606-6769
Arkenstone 			   800-444-4443
California ShareWare		  800-992-6621
Damark International Inc. 		  800-729-9000
Don Johnston, Inc.		  800-999-4660
Radio Shack			   800-843-74225
TASH				    800-982-2248

EDUCATIONAL
Gryphon House, Inc.   		  800-638-0928
Inspiration Software Inc.	  	 800 877-4292
Leap Frog			   800-701-5327
Riverdeep			   800-362-2890
The Learning Company		  800-852-2255

ELECTRONIC TRACKING
Attention Control Systems, Inc.	  650-493-2002 
Outfitter Electronics (GPS)	 	  877-436225
Supported Living Technologies	  517-893-6453

Assistive Technology is available through many sources: retail stores and 
catalogs or specialty stores and AT catalogs.  Call the Idaho Assistive Tech-
nology Project at 1-800-432-8324 for information or copies of catalogs.

MOBILITY
Allegro				    888-462-5534
Everest & Jennings		  800-322-4681
Invacare				   800-333-6900

SENSORY ENHANCERS (Hearing/Vision) 
Arkenstone 			   800-444-4443
Computer Prompting		  202-966-0980
Enabling Technologies		  800-950-3687
HiTech				    800-288-8303
HumanWare			   800-722-3393
LS& S Group, Inc.		  800-468-4789
Phone TTY			   201-489-7889
Sign Enhancers			   800-767-4461

SEATING & POSITIONING
Danmar Products			  800-783-1998
HOPE Play Equipment		  800-950-5185
Rifton				    800-777-4244
Tumble Forms (Sammons)		 800-547-4333

ENVIRONMENTAL (Sound/Light) DEVICES
Flaghouse, Inc.			   800-793-7900
Discovery Bay Lighting L.L.C.	 206) 246-2996
Hammacher Schlemmer		  800-543-3366
The Sharper Image		  800-344-4444

RECREATION AND PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
Abilitations			   800-850-8602
Access To Recreation		  800-634-4351
Innovative Products		  800-950-5185
Natural Access			   800-411-7789
Spinoza Company		  800-282-2327
Sportime Abilitations		  800-444-5700

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Cobra Electronics Corporation	 773-889-3087
CompuMed, Inc.			   800-722-4417
Herrington 			   800-622-5221
Safe Return     			   888-572-8566
Security Shopper 			  612-473-2873
NeuroPage			   508-620-0916
Sammons Preston		  800-323-5547
TASH, Inc. (Electric Stove Control)	 800-463-5685
Toys For Special Children	  	 800-832-8697

TOYS
Enabling Technologies		  800-777-3687
Kaplan 				    800-334-2014
ToyTec				    716-743-0083
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Publications

Assistive Technology: The Official Journal of RESNA is published quarterly 
and focuses on practitioners in assistive technology service delivery.  
Articles fall into the following categories: (1) applied research (2) review 
papers summarizing the work of several investigators (3) perspectives on 
issues in assistive technology by recognized authorities (4) practical notes 
or papers that describe new methods and (5) case studies that present 
work in progress or studies where there are only a few subjects.

Technology and Disability is a new journal concerning the application of 
rehabilitative and assistive technology by persons with disabilities.  It 
considers both low and high technology devices designed to improve 
human function, and each issue focuses on one specific topic.  Technology 
& Disability concerns the application of technology to the performance of 
major life roles: education, employment, and recreation.

Disability, Pregnancy, and Parenting International (DPPI) is published in the 
United Kingdom four times a year.  It contains articles about becoming 
parents, parenting, legal issues, and technology and services for parent-
ing.  It is sold in the U. S. through Auburn Press.

The Do-Able Renewable Home is full of practical information about  the 
home modification design concepts, products, and resources that can help 
make an existing home more comfortable for occupants who experience 
physical limitations. 

Parenting With a Disability is a publication of the National Resource Center 
for Parents with Disabilities.  It is an important resource with up-to-date 
information about developments in legislation, technology, and parent-
ing.

SOLUTIONS: Assistive Technology for People with Hidden Disabilities is 
an excellent publication for people with cognitive disabilities and their 
families and caregivers.  It outlines the possible solutions for memory 
loss, confusion, task organization and completion, socialization, safety 
and security and other needs.  

Assistive Technology
The Official Journal of RESNA
RESNA Press
1101 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20036

Technology and Disability
Andover Medical Publishers
15 Terrace Park
Reading, MA 01867

Publications

Disability, Pregnancy, and Par-
enting International (DPPI)

Available from Auburn Press
10500 Lexington Lane
Frankfort Il 60423-2216

The Do-Able Renewable Home
American Association of Retired 

Persons
601 E Street, NW
Washington D.C. 20049

Parenting With a Disability   
Through the Looking Glass (TLG)
2198 Sixth Street, Suite 100
Berkeley, CA 94710
Available from TLG: 

1-800-644-2666
Website: www.lookingglass.org
E-mail: TLG@lookingglass.org

SOLUTIONS: Assistive Technol-
ogy for People with Hidden 
Disabilities

North Dakota Interagency Pro-
gram for Assistive Technology 
(IPAT)

P. O. Box 743
Cavalier, ND 58220
1-800-265-4728 voice/TTY
Web site: www.ndiapat.org
E-mail: lee@ndipat.org
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Computer Networks

www.abledata.com

Web Sites

Electronic Resources and Web Sites

Computer Companies

There are many computer companies that have divisions dedicated to 
development of assistive technology for people with disabilities.  Contact 
the companies such as IBM, Apple Computers, Gateway, Dell, Hewlett 
Packard, and Microsoft through web sites on the Internet.

Computer Networks

Electronic networks provide web sites, bulletin boards, databases, elec-
tronic mail (e-mail) and online conferencing.  Web sites supply informa-
tion about laws that affect people with disabilities; how to find adaptive 
baby care equipment, or available resources about specific disabilities. 
A person can take a class or do a job.  You can get in touch with other 
people with similar needs who are raising children.  Many people sub-
scribe to national networks like AOL or CompuServe, while many more 
use local companies. 

Parents with disabilities are finding that the Internet is much easier to ac-
cess and use than ever before.  Federal legislation requires all government 
information web sites be made accessible to employees with disabilities 
and to all other persons with disabilities.  Many private companies and 
organizations throughout the country have also made their web sites 
accessible.     

 

Web Sites and Web Links to Sources of Information for Parents with 
Disabilities 

Parents with disabilities and their families can find a wealth of informa-
tion, support, and assistance through a connection to the Internet.  The 
following are web sites that can provide parents, caregivers and educa-
tors with needed and welcome information to assist them to maximize 
their parenting skills.  

Assistive Technology Information Web Sites

Abledata is a nationwide, on-line database of more than 25,000 products 
ranging from canes to voice activated software.  Searches can be ac-
complished by using a keyword, brand name of company name.  Each 
product detailed description includes the products price, manufacturer 
information, and distributors name and phone number.
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Alliance for Technology Access (ATA)  is a network of community-based 
resource centers, developers and vendors dedicated to providing informa-
tion and support services to children and adults with disabilities, and in-
creasing their use of standard, assistive, and information technologies.

Idaho Assistive Technology Project (IATP) is a federally funded project 
dedicated to increasing the availability of assistive technology through-
out Idaho.  The IATP places special emphasis on providing training and 
services to anyone with disabilities regardless of age or ability.

Closing The Gap focuses on computer technology for people with special 
needs.  Search the annual resource directory online.

National Cristina Foundation is a not for profit foundation dedicated to 
training through donated, used technology.  Cristina Foundation partners 
with over 7,500 manufacturers, distributers, and businesses to provide 
computer technology and solutions to people with disabilities, students 
at risk, and the economically disadvantaged.  At the same time, it gives 
technology resources from an enterprise a second productive life. 

Training and Technical Assistance Center (T/TAC) Shareware/Public 
Domain Library Organization maintains a large collection of public 
domain programs useful to teachers and parents of special needs stu-
dents.

Virtual Assistive Technology Center specializes in freeware/shareware 
for people with disabilities.

General Disability Information Web Sites

American Library Association Resources for Parents, Teens, and Kids,  
the librarian’s guide to cyberspace for parents and kids, has links to 
over 700 sites especially for kids, teens, adults who care for them, and 
parents.

Complete Disability Network is a network run by and operated by 
people with disabilities for people with disabilities - 20 web sites, 1000 
web pages, 5000 links

Council for Exceptional Children offers resources, information, and sup-
port for families of children with disabilities, and educators.

Children’s Software Review reviews children’s educational software, 
articles about computers and children, tester comments, and catalogs.

Exceptional Parent: Resource Guide is a directory of national organiza-
tions, associations and programs, products and services for individuals 
with disabilities.

Web Sites

www.educ.uidaho.edu/idatech

www.closingthegap.com/

www.cristina.org

http://tac.elps.vt.edu/htmldoes/
Software/Software.shtml

Other educational Web sites: www.shareware.com and www.free-software-freeware-downloads.com

www.at-center.com

www.ala.org/parents/index.
html

http://members.aol.com/dis-
ablenet/Main/DisableNet.html

www.cec.sped.org

www.ataccess.org/

www.childrenssoftware.com

www.eparent.com
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Medical Information Web Sites

www.eka.com

AIDS - (http://php.ucsf.edu)
American Foundation for the Blind - (www.afb.org)
The ARC - (www.thearc.org)
Autism Society - (www.autism.org)
Brain Injury Association USA - (www.biausa.org/)	
Cancer Information Service - (http://cis.nci.nih.gov)
Oncolink: The University of Pennsylvania Cancer Center -
		 (http://oncolink.upenn.edu)
CHADD - (www.chadd.org)
Children with Diabetes - (www.childrenwithdiabetes.com)
Easter Seal Society - (http://seals.com) 
Epilepsy Foundation -  (www.efa.org)  
Family Empowerment Network - (www.downsyndrome.com)

LD Online - (www.ldonline.org)
Leukemia Society of America - (www.leukemia.org)
Lupus Foundation of America - (www.lupus.org)
Multiple Sclerosis Society - (www.nmss.org)
National Organization for Rare Disorders, Inc. (NORD) -
		 (www.rarediseases.org)
Net Connections for Communication Disorders and Sci-

ences - (www.mankato.msus.edu/dept/comdis/kuster2/)
Sensory Integration International - (www.home.earthlink.

net/~sensoryint/)
Speech Synthesis on the Web (www.tue.nl/ipo/hearing/)
Spina Bifida Association of America -  (www.sbaa.org)
United Cerebral Palsy - (www.UCPA.org)

Family Village offers parents a user interface that is designed to look like 
a town.  It includes a library card catalog of explanations of the scientific 
diagnoses of disabilities and features a coffee shop and post office which 
offer opportunities to communicate with other parents by providing 
information on mailing lists, newsgroups, Internet relay chat lines, and 
e-mail matches of disability diagnoses

The Family Planet site is not specifically designed for parents of children 
with disabilities, but includes information that is of concern to all families.  
Use SEARCH to locate “disabilities.”

Our Kids provides parents with information that is helpful for raising 
children with disabilities.  This information includes but is certainly not 
limited to a reading list for parents, nutrition tips, and a list of special 
education acronyms that is useful for parents.

Parents Helping Parents features a directory of parental resources that 
can be downloaded to PCs, information on their parent and professional 
training opportunities, a sales outlet for used computers and information 
on the Kids on the Block program.

The PACER Center in Minneapolis provides answers to many of the 
questions that parents of children with disabilities might have, as well 
as information on groups that might be of benefit to parents with dis-
abilities.

Publications for Parents is a mega-resource center for parents covering 
pregnancy to old age.

Solutions@eka.com contains links to disability resources, products and 
services for children and adults with disabilities.

Specific Disabilities Information Web Sites

Web Sites

www.waisman.wisc.edu/

www.family.go.com

www.ourkids.org

www.php.com

www.pacer.org
www.taaliance.org
www.fape.org

www.parentsplace.com/
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Web SitesHealthScout Web site includes a doctor locator, medical and pediatric 
related encyclopedia, drug information and message boards.

Illness Health Care Information Resources Internet links for patients, 
their families and friends.

Federal Telemedicine Gateway are electronic health care and medical 
education delivery services through video conferencing and interaction 
between the patient at home and health care provider at the clinical site.  
This web site provides links to other Web sites. 

 		

Web Sites Especially for Children

www.healthscout.com

www-hsl.mcmaster.ca/tomflem/
ill.html 
www.federaltelemedicine
or www.telehomecare.umn.
edu

Other medical Web sites include:

Med Help International - (www.medhelp.org) 
Medscape - (www.medscape.com)
PubMed - (www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/PubMed)

WebMD - (www.webmd.com)
WeMedia -  (www.wemedia.com)	

Web Sites Especially for Parents with Disabilities

Assistive Technology Industry Association (developers of AT) focuses 
on the development of quality products and services for all people with 
disabilities.

The Baby Signs program teaches parents how to begin two-way com-
munication with their hearing pre-verbal children through the use of sign 
language through parenting classes, videos, and music. 

The Idaho Assistive Technology Loan Program offers individuals with 
disabilities  low cost loans through Idaho banks. 

The Idaho Careline provides information about parenting resources and 
parenting classes throughout towns and communities in Idaho.  

Idaho Parents Unlimited offers parenting education, mentoring  and 
information resources to parents who have children with disabilities.  
Resources and contact information are listed for each county in Idaho.  
IPUL publishes a newsletter, The Idaho Parent Network.  It gives parents 
with disabilities a place to start in their search for information.   

A Mother’s Haven is an educational company that provides parenting 
materials and classes in pre- and post natal care, exercises, support groups 
and children’s classes in music and sign language for babies.  

Parents with Disabilities Online offers information about medical needs, 
adaptive parenting products, support from parents, themselves, web 
resources, books and publications.

 

www.atia.org  

www.babysigns.com 

www.educ.uidaho.edu/idatech/
ATloanProgram/LoanPro-
gram.asp  

www.idahochild.org 

http://ipulidaho.org

www.amothershaven.com

www.disabledparents.net 
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Ask Jeeves for Kids is a specially designed search engine that enables 
users to enter their search in the form of a question.

Homework Heaven is an extensive collection of online resources to assist 
students in locating information to complete their homework.

Kid Stuff is a part of the Complete Disability Network that connects 
children to fairy tales, games, and other activities designed for children 
with disabilities.

Leap Frog Schoolhouse is a part of the Leap Frog Toy company.  If you 
get the palm computer, IQUEST, for example, you can download chapters 
of your school’s textbooks and study questions for each chapter as well 
as organize your day and keep track of assignments.  The items made by 
this company are excellent examples of digital curricula.   	  

StudyWEB is a web site designed to assist students as they complete 
homework and research assignments.

The Sibling Support Project is an national program dedicated to the 
interests of brothers and sisters of people with special health or devel-
opmental needs.

Web Sites Grandparent Information Center, AARP, offers information, publications, 
and support about the many issues that confront grandparents who are 
taking on the role of parents, again.

LaLeche League provides information and supports for breast feeding. 
Local groups are listed on Web site. 

Project STAR Parents with Disabilities Program offers a large library of 
resources on reproductive issues, parenting tips and classes.

Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago, Health Resource Center for Women 
with Disabilities provides newsletter, The Resourceful Woman.

Through the Looking Glass is a research and development organization 
that focuses on adaptive baby care equipment, resources, advocacy and 
educational materials.

Volunteers for Medical Engineering (VME) design and fabricate AT 
devices and equipment.

Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center, Department of Occupational 
Therapy offers a video, “I Am a Momma Now,” that illustrates the use of 
adaptive skills and modified equipment used in child care (800-345-9972, 
Ext. 27962).

www.aarp.org/grandparents/ 

http://trfn.clpgh.org/star/links.
html  

www.ajkids.com/

www.homeworkheaven.com/

http://members.aol.com/dis-
ablen2/ChildrenFable/Chil-
dren.html

www.leapfrog.com

www.studyweb.com/

www.chmc.org/departmt/sib-
supp/

www.lookingglass.org  

www.lalecheleague.org

www.rehabchicago.org
www.disabledwoman.net

www.toad.net/~vme

www.wwrc.net



76 Assistive Technology for Parents with Disabilities

Web Sites

www.bookshare.org

www.loc.gov/nls

www.rfbd.org

Universal Design Web Sites

Bookshare.org supplies over 10,000 accessible books in digital format for 
people who are blind, learning disabled, or who have mobility limitations; 
and for the schools and organizations that serve them.

Center for Applied Special Technology conducts research to expand 
the use of  technology and  to support access to learning materials by all 
persons with disabilities 	  			 

Universal Design Education supports education in teaching about uni-
versal design for as many people as possible regardless of age, ability, or 
situation.

Universal Home is a web site of the American Association of Retired 
Persons that focuses on the development of accessible home modification 
and equipment.  It offers many ideas and suggestions that allow people 
to function well in their own homes over their lifetime. 

The Design Linc is an online resource for accessability, design, and re-
sources for persons with disabilities 

National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped 
(NLS/BPH), Library of Congress provides free loan of recorded and Braille 
books, magazines, music scores in Braille and large print, and specially 
designed playback equipment to U.S. citizens who need themand to or-
ganizations that serve them.

Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic (RFB&D) provides recorded text 
books and other educational materials to all people with “print disabili-
ties.” The levels range from college to kindergarten. The texts are in the 
process of being transferred to CD Rom and the Internet.

RESNA, the Rehabilitation Engineering and Assistive Technology Society 
of North America, is the federally funded organization that supports assis-
tive technology in every state, including the Idaho Assistive Technology 
Project.  RESNA works toward systems and policy change and provides a 
wealth of information about assistive technology devices and services.

www.cast.org

www.udeducation.org

www.aarp.org/universalhome 

www.designlinc.com 

www.resna.org/taproject/poli-
cy/community/hmrg.htm 

(IATP Fact Sheet available from the Idaho Assistive Technology 
Project, Center on Disabilities and Human Development, 129 West 
Third Street, Moscow, ID 83843)
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Safety Checks for Adapted Baby Care Equipment
(From Adaptive Baby Care Equipment, TLG)

■  Placement of crib, diaper changing table, carrier highchair:

Place in room away from curtains, cords, strings.	

■  General Safety Tips for All Cribs, Playpens, Transporting Equipment: 

Place baby on back to sleep (to reduce risk of Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome (SIDS)

Never tie pacifier around baby’s neck

Remove bibs and necklaces before putting child to bed 

Lock side rail of crib in highest raised position, adjust mattress to lowest 
position and remove bumper guard when child can stand

Never use plastic bags as mattress covers 

Secure bumper pads at top and bottom of bumper, on all corners and 
at middle of long sides with no excess strings hanging 

Use firm mattress, NO soft, fluffy bedding

Always use waist and crotch safety straps on child in highchair, carrier 
seat, car seat, diaper changing table

NEVER  leave child alone or with a sibling while in the bath

■  Baby Furniture and Equipment Safety Check: 

Make routine safety checks: screws, bolts or mattress support hangers 
tightened

Inspect for sharp metal points, wood splinters or cracks

Secure latches solidly in place, latch is not accessible by child

Slats are no more than 2 3/8 inches (60 mm) apart

No more than 2 fingers width (space) between mattress and crib 
sides

Bassinet/cradle has wide study bottom and wide base with strong locks 
to prevent legs from folding while in use; needs snug, firm mattress

■  Crib gate for adapted crib or play-care center for wheelchair users:

Use drop-side gate made of vinyl (Rolls under crib like role-top on 
desk) or use full or half side-away gate that pushes to the side like a 
sliding door

Swinging gates are NOT recommended because parent must back 
away to close gate

U. S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC)

1-800-638-2772 voice
1-800-638-8270 TTY
Web site: www.cpsc.gov
  
Consumer Report 
Web site: www.consumerreports.

org
 
National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration Auto Safety 
Hotline Clearinghouse for 
Safety Problems with Cars 
and Car Seats

1-800-424-9393
Web site: www.nhtsa.dot.gov
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■  Adapted Carrier Seat: 

Wide base, well attached waist and crotch safety straps with easy-to-
use locks

Adapted supporting devices must have secure locks, 

■  Adapted Highchair:

Check all screws, hinges for wear and replace when necessary

Check safety straps, fasteners for wear

Always use both crotch and waist safety strap that is easy to use and 
is separated from the tray; use even if tray has a post

Tray locks securely

Wide stable base, folding chairs have sturdy locks to keep from col-
lapsing on child

■  Strollers and Carriages or Walkers:

Wide wheel base, brake

per bag is directly over wheel base for stability

■  Crib Toys: 

Keep all crib mobiles out of reach of child

Install crib gym  securely at both ends of a bar, attach toys with strings 
less than 6 inches. 

For children under 3 years old, all toys MUST have parts more than  
1 1/4” in diameter and 2 1/4” long. (Government specifications for 
toy makers.)

■  Safety Gate Guidelines and Safety Checks: 

Gate should have straight top edge and rigid bars or a mesh screen 
with less than two-inch openings

Anchor gate securely to doorway or stairway it is blocking so child 
cannot push it down

Pressure bars out of child’s reach so he/she cannot use them as toe-
hold to climb over  

■  Adapted Diapering Surfaces/Changing Table:

Never leave baby unattended on diaper table

Keep cream, powders and other medicines out of baby’s reach, yet in 
your reach on shelf or in drawer

Keep safety strap snug, check for fraying strap,secure buckle or Vel-
cro
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Keep disposable diapers out of reach of infant (Plastic can suffocate 
babies.)

■  Front Pack/Fanny Pack:

Use carrier after baby is 4 or 5 months old (protect newborn baby’s 
neck)

Inspect straps for strength and fraying

Inspect snaps for tightness

Foam must be firm and keep shape				  

Inspect Velcro fastener for strength, ability to stick, and cleanliness 

■  Adapted Baby Bathtubs, Rings or Seats

Suction cups must be securely fastened on product and to tub sur-
face

Fill tub only enough to cover baby’s legs

NEVER  leave child alone or with a sibling while in the bath

■  Pacifiers

NEVER use string, ribbon or cord on pacifier

Shield is large and firm enough not to fit into baby’s mouth 		
and has ventilation holes

Pacifier nipple has no holes or tears

■  Rattles, Squeeze Toys, Teethers

Too large to lodge in child’s throat, will not break apart

Squeeze toys cannot break apart and squeaker lodge in throat

■  Toy Chests

No lid latch that could entrap child inside

Hinged lid has spring loaded lid support 					  
to hold lid in any position

Ventilation holes in front or sides in case
child gets inside	

Remove free-falling lid or install spring 
loaded support


