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ÅGeneral introduction to assistive technology and 

assistive technology services

ÅIntroduction to Universal Design in Learning 

ÅLearn tools for  helping struggling students 

access the curriculum 

ïReading

ïWriting

ïResearch, Study, Planning, and Organization

ïMath 

Objectives
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Assistive Technology

ÅDefinition

ïany item, piece of equipment, or product system, 

whether acquired commercially or off the shelf, 

modified, or customized, that is used to increase, 

maintain, or improve functional capabilities of 

individuals with disabilities
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Å Assistive technology service means any service that directly assists a child with a disability 
in the selection, acquisition, or use of an assistive technology device. The term includes--

Å (a) The evaluation of the needs of a child with a disability, including a functional evaluation 
of the child in the child's customary environment

Å (b) Purchasing, leasing, or otherwise providing for the acquisition of assistive technology 
devices by children with disabilities

Å (c) Selecting, designing, fitting, customizing, adapting, applying, maintaining, repairing, or 
replacing assistive technology devices

Å (d) Coordinating and using other therapies, interventions, or services with assistive 
technology devices, such as those associated with existing education and rehabilitation 
plans and programs

Å (e) Training or technical assistance for a child with a disability or, if appropriate, that child's 
family

Å (f) Training or technical assistance for professionals (including individuals providing 
education or rehabilitation services), employers, or other individuals who provide services 
to, employ, or are otherwise substantially involved in the major life functions of that child

Assistive Technology Services
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Idaho Assistive Technology Project 

(IATP)

ÅServing Idahoans through the lifespan

ïAssistive technology (AT) assessments

ïTraining on general AT

ïTraining on specific AT devices and software

ïFree computers for students 

ïAT information, assessment application, training 
opportunities and information at www.idahoat.org and 
www.idahotc.com

ïUsed devices listed at www.idaho.at4all.com

ïLow interest loans for AT

ïScholarships for professionals seeking ATP 
credentials
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Å37.5 million people in U.S. have LD (NIH)

Å3 million students have some form of LD and 

receive special education services (NIH)

ÅStudents with LD make up 50% of those 

receiving special education

Learning Disability (LD)
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Learning Disability (LD)

ÅStudents with LD are the least likely  to have 

serious considerations for assistive technology

ÅThe National Assessment of Educational 

Progress reports 75% of students with 

disabilities read below proficiency levels (Chernek 

2010)

ÅOnly 1-3% have access to technologies to help them 

accommodate or overcome their reading barriers
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Remediation v. Compensation

ÅWhen do we intervene?

ÅHow much effort is devoted to instruction?

ÅShould we compensate for the disability with 

assistive technology?

ïEdyburn (2006) 

30% 

Instruction

70%

Compensation
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Assistive Technology for LD
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Much of the technology or 

strategies we might use to 

benefit students with learning 

disabilities will also benefit 

many students without 

disabilities.  
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Universal Design for Learning

(CAST.org )

ÅUDL is an approach to learning to meet studentsô 

diverse needs.  There are 3 primary principles:

ÅMultiple means of representation

ÅVarious ways of acquiring information

ÅMultiple means of action and expression

ÅAlternatives for demonstrating what they know

ÅMultiple means of engagement

ÅTap into learnersô interest, offer appropriate challenges, and 

increase motivation
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ÅAmplification of teacherôs voice

ÅWord processing software

ÅHeadphones or earplugs to shut out distractions 

and enhance concentration while reading or writing

ÅSchedules/Planners

ÅVisuals!

ÅAuditory information is fleeting.  It is 

thereé and then it is gone!

Examples of UDL Tools that Help 

Many Students
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ÅReading

ÅWriting

ÅMath

ÅOrganizing

ÅStudying

Student Activities/Tasks
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Reading Support
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Printed Reading Material
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Visual Supports for Reading

Å Cut out window

ï Reading/writing tool  - $12./pkg of 10
Å www.crystalspringsbooks.com

Å Color filters

ï See It Right assessment kits - $175.00
ï www.seeitright.com

ï Low cost option
Å Opaque file folders 

Å Highlighting
ï Underlining/highlighting/color coding main ideas or new concepts

Å Different colors can mean different things

Å Using a favorite color can motivate

Å Highlighter pens and tape
ï Erasable highlighters

Å Electronic highlighting

Å Teacher texts are already highlighted!
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Reading Pen Advanced

Merriam-Webster Speaking Dictionary

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDxdXkkbutU&feature=player_embedded

Franklinôs Childrenôs Talking Dictionary and Spell Corrector

Single Word Support
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Free Dictionary/Thesaurus 

WordWeb
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