11th Annual Tools for Life:
Secondary Transition and Technology Fair
March 2-3, 2015
Moscow, Idaho
Planned by members of the Idaho Interagency Council on Secondary Transition
in a effort to improve outcomes of students with disabilities after high school

Post-Conference Report Prepared by the Idaho Assistive Technology Project

The Tools for Life:
Secondary Transition and Technology Fair was held in Moscow,
Idaho for the first time in its eleven year history.
The 2-day conference is an annual chance for transitioning students with disabilities to learn about resources, tools and strategies to help prepare them
for life after high-school. The conference is focused around the topics of assistive technology, self- advocacy, college and career readiness. The 2015

We asked the students the most important thing they learned at the fair.
Listed below are some of their responses.
I Learned:

conference provided learning opportunities for students and for a large number of educators, family members and disability related professionals.
Forty five breakout sessions and group activities provided attendees with a
large selection of relevant topics to chose from. Information on every session
and event at the conference is detailed in the Conference Program available
online at: http://tinyurl.com/oqtbosw.



I can make my own decisions on things



How to have a healthy relationship



What to do during a job interview



There are agencies that help me in college



There are many things that can help pay for
college and get you ready for work.



Using money



How to be self-advocate



To be in charge of me and not let everyone do

After attending a Tools for Life conference survey data shows that students
have a better idea about their options after high-school and they are more
familiar with resources to help them live, learn and work successfully.

Highlights
Charlie Silva - Director of Special Education,
and Moscow Mayor Bill Lambert kicked off
the conference with welcome addresses.

it for me.
Mayor Lambert



How to speak up for yourself



That Galaxy is better than iPhone for me

Keynote speeches were given by Michelle Doty, Michael Beers and Benjamin



That we shouldn’t be treated different be-

Snow. Michelle talked about her son Chase’s trials and accomplishments growing

cause we have a disability.

up. Chase, a fantastic musician, went on to provide the entertainment during the



I learned it’s always okay to say No!

dance/social event at the conference. Michael (a comedian who happens to have



Believe in yourself

a disability) brought the roof down with his jokes, wit and knowledge about the



The importance of consistent self-advocacy in

historical struggles in the disability community. Benjamin gave a passionate

adult life

speech about his life, trials, successes and how the student attendees can (and



Finding out about AT to be more independent

should!) advocate for themselves.



There are a lot of Apps that can help me in

295 people attended Tools for Life!

class, or out of school
Always stand up for yourself and always speak



107 High School Students

up for yourself



18 College students



How to fulfill your dreams



31 Family Members



That adulthood is gonna have a whole lot of



53 Educators

‘very fun’ Bills to pay



86 Professionals





How to balance money for the things I need
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Thank You...
Coeur d'Alene
Fruitland
Genesee
Highland
Lake City
Lakeland

Lewiston

Reality Town

Moscow

“I have my truck and my dog, what more do I need?” Comments like this could be

Mullan

heard from the 50 students who participated in the financial literacy event Reality

Orofino

40 local and state-wide volunteers, this activity offered participants a realistic view

Post Falls
Potlatch
Prairie

Troy
Blaine County
Wallace
IESDB

School Districts!

Town. Sponsored by the Idaho Falls Community Transition Team and utilizing over
of responsibilities and expenses associated with life in the adult world. Students
used a checkbook and/or a debit card to make purchases at the 24 booths (i.e.,
housing, transportation, doctor’s office, communications, etc.). Many students
struggled to balance their wages with their spending habits and came away with a
better understanding of what it means to live independently.

Social
A large number of students took part in the pizza
social/dance with entertainment provided by the
Country Boy: Chase Doty.

Support
It takes the support of many organizations and
individuals to put on the Tools for Life Fair. This year’s fair expense totaled approximately $40,000.00. In addition to this figure, countless hours were spent in
the planning, preparation, and execution of the fair by many dedicated individuals who donated in-kind support.
Financial Conference Sponsors included (The):
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Idaho State Department of Education



Idaho Assistive Technology Project



Idaho Center on Disabilities and Human Development



Idaho Parents Unlimited



Idaho Education Services for the Deaf and Blind



Idaho Department of Health and Welfare



Idaho Division of Vocational Rehabilitation



Idaho Impact



Mountain West Bank

Measuring Success
A survey was generated and distributed to all attendees. The survey asked
general-to-specific questions rating the overall success of the Fair.

Student Responses to the survey are listed.
Student Response Before
Tools for Life
Questions 1-4
Not at All

A Little

Quite a Bit

A Lot

I know how to use the Moving on Binder
I know how VR can help me
I know how to be a self-advocate

I know how to make decisions about my life
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Student Response After
Tools for Life
Questions 1-4
Not at All

A Little

Quite a Bit

A Lot

I know how to use the Moving on Binder
I know how VR can help me
I know how to be a self-advocate

I know how to make decisions about my life
0

10

20

Tools4Life 2015

Measuring Success
A survey was generated and distributed to all attendees. The survey asked
general-to-specific questions rating the overall success of the Fair.

Student Responses to the survey are listed.

Student Response Before
Tools for Life
Questions 5-8
Not at All

A Little

Quite a Bit

A Lot

I know what I am going to do after HS
I know how to get a job
I know supports after high school
I know supports for college
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Student Response After
Tools for Life
Questions 5-8
Not at All

A Little

Quite a Bit

A Lot

I know what I am going to do after HS
I know how to get a job
I know supports after high school

I know supports for college
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Measuring Success
A survey was generated and distributed to all attendees. The survey
asked general-to-specific questions rating the overall success of the Fair.

Adult Responses to the survey are listed.
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Measuring Success
A survey was generated and distributed to all attendees. The survey
asked general-to-specific questions rating the overall success of the Fair.

Adult Responses to the survey are listed.
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TOOLS FOR LIFE 2016
Tools for Life is tentatively scheduled to be held in March of 2016 in
the Boise or greater Treasure Valley area.
Thank you Moscow!
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Report Prepared by The Idaho Assistive Technology Project
121 West Sweet Ave.
Moscow, ID 83843
1-800-432-8324
www.idahoat.org

